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The Human Factors Standardization (HFS) SubTAG met on November 2, 1999 with 24 attendees.  Following an introduction of the attendees, the SubTAG proceeded through its agenda.  

Hot Issues:  The SubTAG reviewed changes proposed to its two Hot Issues (Increase Participation of DoD Personnel in Non-Government Standards Bodies and Include Human Factors Research Results in Standards and Handbooks).  The proposed changes were accepted.  The Hot Issues will be updated to reflect these changes and will be forwarded for inclusion in the Hot Issues Book.   

Status Reports:

a. MIL-HDBK-1908B:  Mr. Lee Gray reported that MIL-HDBK-1908B was promulagted on August 16, 1999.  The Chair reported that an electronic copy was received from Mr. Gray and hard copies were made.  Hard copies, plus an electronic version, were sent to each of the service standardization representatives for distribution within their service.  

b. MIL-HDBK-46855A:  Mr. Lee Gray reported that the update to MIL-HDBK-46855 has been completed.  There are a few remaining “shalls” that have to be removed.  It is envisioned that the document will be completed in early November.  As above, hard copies will be made and sent to each of the service standardization representatives for distribution within their service.

c. MIL-STD-1472F:  Mr. Lee Gray reported that a few remaining typographical errors are being corrected and the document should be completed by the end of the month.  As above, hard copies will be made and sent to each of the service standardization representatives for distribution within their service.  Following completion, the Chair reported that new versions of the MIL-STD-1472 “pocket book” will be prepared.  Mr. Lou Adams, representing the Electronics Industries Alliance (EIA), updated the SubTAG on a recent meeting of the G-45 Human Factors Committee.  The G-45 Committee recommended that MIL-STD-1472 be converted to an Interface Design standard rather than as a Design Criteria document.  The main reason for this conversion is to make MIL-STD-1472 a contractually binding document.  Other advantages are that MIL-STD-1472 has worldwide acceptance, has stable subject matter, assures human factors is considered in system design, encourages partnership of government and industry human factors experts, and will be able to remain current with changes in technology.  Mr. Adams reported that at the G-45 meeting, the Committee voted to seek the support of the Council of Defense and Space Industry Association (CODSIA) in converting MIL-STD-1472.  It is expected that a response from CODSIA will take several months.  This clearly is an area that the SubTAG will follow with interest.  

d. MIL-STD-882D:  Dr. Mark Brauer reported success in adding a 3rd orthogonal metric, Human Exposure Risk, to the two existing metrics, Likelihood and Severity.  The addition of the new Human Exposure Risk dimension facilitates computer modeling and comparison of competing systems, and allows the resulting cubic to be compared with a new 100-point worst-case cube.  Dr. Brauer indicated that all services have concurred with the document and it is now at the DoD level for signature.    

e. Human Factors and Ergonomics Society (HFES):  Mr. Jerry Chaikin presented an update on the status of the five-part HFES 200, Human Factors Engineering of Software User Interface.  Mr. Chaikin indicated that this would be his last meeting and would no longer be the HFES representative to the TAG.  Mr. Dick Armstrong, the alternate representative, will assume these duties.

f. Man-System Integration Standards (MSIS):  Mr. Clete Booher presented an update on NASA’s Man-System Integration Standards (NASA-STD-3000).  Mr. Booher indicated that several approaches are being examined to keep the MSIS on the internet and make it more user-friendly.  Mr. Booher noted that draft Volume VII, MSIS for Space Earth Analog Facilities, is currently under review.

g. Joint Service Specification Guide (JSSG-2010):  Dr. Joe McDaniel reported that the document is available in a CD-ROM version and that the document has a limited distribution.  Dr. McDaniel indicated that anyone wanting a copy should provide him their name and he would process the request.  Mr. Eric Crawford indicated that the Air Force was going to present the document to the NATO Air Integration Working Group for their consideration.

h. Human-Computer Interface Guidelines:  Mr. Alan Poston reported on an effort within the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) to update the human-computer interface (HCI) guidelines that appear in the FAA Human Factors Design Guide.  An initial draft has been completed but is being updated to include material from the UK National Air Traffic Services.  A draft suitable for review should be available in mid-December.  It was noted that this effort may provide much of the information that would be needed to update the HCI design criteria of MIL-STD-1472.  Mr. Steve Merriman indicated that Version 3.0 of the Technical Architecture Framework for Information Management (TAFIM) is now available online.

i. Work Breakdown Structure:  Capt. Scott Smith indicated that the Air Force is in the process of proposing a change to MIL-HDBK-881 to bring crew systems up to a level 3.  A letter is forthcoming from ASC requesting the change.

j. Data Item Descriptions (DIDs):  Mr. Alan Poston noted that with the conversion of MIL-STD-46855 to a handbook, the associated human factors DIDs can no longer be used.  Prior to their cancellation, the Human Factors Lead Standardization Office offered the DIDs to any service to take them over and maintain them.  It is not clear if the Navy agreed to pick up the DIDs.  This point will be looked into.  Mr. Poston circulated three recently approved FAA DIDs (Human Engineering Program Plan, Human Engineering Design Approach Document – Operator, and Human Engineering Design Approach Document – Maintainer).

k. MIL-STD-1787:  Mr. Eric Crawford suggested that MIL-STD-1787, Aircraft Display Symbology, be added to future agendas.  Revision “C” is in preparation.

Other Business:  

A question was asked regarding performance specifications and standards which it seems the Navy is leaning towards.  It appears that the confusion centered around Aeronautical Directive (AD) 1410, which deals with maintenance.  It appears that the information in AD 1410 was once in MIL-STD-1472 and then removed because it was performance oriented rather than design oriented.  Mr. Tom Metzler indicated the Navy was planning a meeting in December to review its position regarding specifications and standards, including international documents.  Mr. Metzler offered to report on the outcome at the next SubTAG meeting.

Several topics were mentioned as future areas where the SubTAG could (or should) get involved.  These were:

· MIL-HDBK-1908 has different definitions for the terms associated with the task analysis taxonomy from those defined in MIL-HDBK-1379.  These differences should be resolved.

· The Joint Technical Architecture has differing requirements for ground C4I applications than airborne applications.

· The lifting requirements in MIL-STD-1472 should be revisited to ensure currency.

The Chair noted that this meeting will probably be Jerry Chaikin’s last; it seems this time he is retiring for good.  The Chair wished Jerry well in his retirement and thanked him for his contributions to human factors standardization.  There can be no question that Jerry’s untiring efforts are solely responsible for all that has been achieved.  He has served as a mentor and friend to those of us that are following in his footsteps.  Though his day-to-day involvement has come to an end, his influence on the human factors standardization area will be seen for years to come.  Thanks, Jerry.
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