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Annual EIA Roundtable Sets Stage for Autumn Policy Agenda

EIA's 22nd Annual Legislative and Regulatory Roundtable brought together a group of 60 high-tech government affairs representatives and more than 20 high-level government guests at the Homestead in Hot Springs, VA, last week. Government speakers representing 17 Congressional offices and federal agencies convened Aug. 8-11 to participated on panels covering issues such as the Congressional leadership's autumn agenda; telecommunications policy; international trade; innovation and global competitiveness; environmental regulation of electronics; tax policy; U.S. space exploration; and wartime defense budgeting. Homestead attendees also got to take advantage of world-class networking opportunities at EIA's annual golf and tennis tournaments, hiking excursions, receptions and dinners. 

EIA would like to thank the following 2004 EIA Homestead Sponsors: AAI Corporation, Alcatel, Ball Aerospace, Boeing, Beveridge and Diamond, Computer Sciences Corporation, General Dynamics/ASI, Harris Corporation, IKON, Lockheed Martin Corporation, Miller & Chevalier, Oracle, Panasonic/Matsushita, Sony, Space Foundation, SRA International, United Space Alliance and Zenith.

To learn more about The Homestead event go to www.eia.org/homestead04; to receive information on future EIA events, contact Gail Tannenbaum at gtannenbaum@eia.org.
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Homestead Keynote Speaker Sabato Looks Into Crystal Ball at '04 Elections
As the keynote speaker of this year's Roundtable, Dr. Larry Sabato, Director of the University of Virginia's Center for Politics (www.centerforpolitics.org/), brought his well-known brand of election analysis to the final stretch of this year's races. He sees the much-talked-about division between blue states (Democratic) and red states (Republican) as the result of cultural issues and unlikely to change anytime soon. For that reason, he forecasts few shifts in allegiance, with no more than 6-8 states potentially switching sides in this year's Presidential election. While the strength of the economy - similar to the situation at this time in 1996 - would normally make the President a shoo-in for re-election, the antipathy Bush has engendered with many voters will make it hard for him to swing undecided voters his way. In addition, the ongoing Iraq confli! ct causes some to view everything in a negative light, making it difficult for the President to win, according to Sabato. Despite the unity of the Democrats this year, though, Kerry has still not been able to gain as much as expected from Bush's weakness. Sabato argues that Bush's best hope for a second term lies in cultural issues, which have strong appeal in key battleground states and could bring out more Republican voters than in 2000. Dr. Sabato predicted small gains for Republicans in the House, on the order of 6-8 seats. He did not make specific predictions on Senate races, but commented that the Senate might swing the way of the Presidency, with a possible Republican gain of 1-2 seats. 

Small Business Means Big Business at DoD


One out of every five U.S. Department of Defense (DoD) contracts now go to small businesses, according to a new report entitled Procurement from Small and Other Business Firms, FY2003. DoD contract awards to small business totaled $42 billion for that year; to download the report, go to: http://www.defenselink.mil/releases/2004/nr20040730-1073.html). 

Electronics Recycling
California SB 50 (Sher) passed on a B roll call (partisan vote) with amendments this morning (and no explanation offered in committee of what the new amendments are). EIA will circulate the new version of SB 50 and schedule a conference call as soon as we have the most up to date version available. Two outstanding issues of importance to the EIA members: definition of industrial commercial medical equipment and new provision to prohibit payments for processing to out of state recycling companies. 

For more information please contact, Heather Bowman, hbowman@eia.org
Electronics Recycling
Maryland Stakeholders Meeting scheduled for August 24
EIA, Panasonic and Hewlett Packard will represent the industry during Maryland's first meeting of the ewaste stakeholders group. The first meeting will outline the responsibilities of the group and timeline for achieving the goals. 

For more information please contact Jason Linnell, jlinnell@eia.org 703.907-7573 

Design for the Environment 
California Funds Measure to Assess Potential Toxic Emissions From Office Equipment 

From the EIATrack Reg Alert:
On July 23, 2004, the California Energy Commission and the Air Resources Board ("Board") approved an $800,000 study to measure and assess emissions and energy consumption of office equipment based on concerns that such equipment may emit toxic pollutants at levels that can cause adverse health effects. The specific objectives of the study are to: (1) measure emissions from personal computers and printers in office and residential environments; (2) determine the primary temporal and operational factors that can be used to reduce emissions from this equipment; (3) investigate the relationship between energy consumption and emissions from PCs and printers; and (4) identify mitigation measures that operators can take to reduce emissions and exposures to emissions from PCs and printers. The office equipment to be tested includes desktop computers, computer displays (both CRT and flat-panel LCD displays), and four categories of desktop printing devises: (1) ink jet printers and ! multifunctional units; (2) lower-output monochrome laser printers and multifunctional units; (3) higher-output monochrome laser printers; and (4) color laser printers including both low and high output units. The 36-month study, to be conducted by the University of California, Berkeley and the Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory, may lead to Board guidelines to reduce exposure to emissions from office equipment. 

A Dozen Nations Will be at the 2004 World Electronics Forum... Will You? 
Australia, Brazil, China, Israel and the UK are among the 12 countries that will send association and industry representatives to the 2004 World Electronics Forum (WEF) in Washington, DC, Sept. 21-24. Hosted by the Consumer Electronics Association, the Telecommunications Industry Association and EIA, this year's forum will include discussions on trade and globalization, broadband deployment and digital convergence, and environmental rules and market access, as well as several receptions and tours of Washington landmarks. For more information, visit www.worldelectronicsforum.org. 

EIA Initiates New Innovation Policy Listservs
To continue our work in the various policy areas addressed in EIA's playbook, The Technology Industry at an Innovation Crossroads, we are developing three new "listservs" of industry members interested in the following areas: 

* Visa and immigration policy (staff contact: Brian Faughnan, bfaughnan@eia.org, 703-907-7592)

* R&D funding and policy (staff contact: Storme Street, sstreet@eia.org, 703-907-7759)

* Skilled workforce, including worker training and assistance and K-12 science & math education (staff contact: Terri Fish, tfish@eia.org, 703-907-7557)

If you would like to opt in to any of these three new groups, please contact Storme Street. As well, please share this information with the appropriate people in your organization who specialize in these fields. We do not anticipate that participation will require substantial amounts of time or effort, but we want to ensure that we have an interested and knowledgeable pool of industry representatives in these fields with whom we can vet proposals, legislation, etc. We are already working with a number of Congressional offices on various pieces of legislation based on the recommendations made in our policy playbook, and we would like to ensure that your ideas and criticisms are included as early in the process as possible. 

Court Rules in Favor of T.V. Manufacturers in V-Chip Patent Infringement Case 
On August 11, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit affirmed a lower-court ruling that cleared several television manufacturers as well as the Consumer Electronics Association and EIA of patent infringement charges filed by Soundview Technologies. Soundview had previously filed suit charging that the manufacturers - Mitsubishi Digital Electronics America, Sharp Electronics, Sony Corp. of America, Sony Electronics and Toshiba America Consumer Products - had infringed on Soundview's v-chip patent for blocking the display of TV programming based upon ratings by not licensing Soundview's technology while providing similar features in their products. The court's disposition sheet is available for a limited time (through the end of August) on the Federal Circuit's website at http://www.fedcir.gov/weekly.txt 
They Said It:
"...in the success that I have had being a coordinator and then a head coach and winning a Super Bowl, my willingness to embrace technology in a focused way has had as much importance as anything else I have done." 
-- Brian Billick, Head Coach, Baltimore Ravens National Football League Franchise, from "Their Own Devices; A Coach's Rise, Plotted at the Keyboard," by Seth Schiesel, The New York Times, August 5, 2004 

"In the world's long postwar march, under both parties, toward ever-increasing trade liberalization, the United States has been, in former secretary of state Madeleine Albright's phrase, the 'indispensable nation.' If it does not push relentlessly, progress stalls. This matters now more than ever. As [Robert] Zoellick correctly says, his work is one front in the war on terror, because liberalizing trade is a means of opening closed Islamic societies and strengthening the modernizers within them." 
-- George F. Will, on the work of U.S. Trade Representative Robert Zoellick, in the August 15, 2004 Washington Post Op-Ed entitled "A Fighter for Free Trade" 
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An EIA Policy Recommendation on Visa and Immigration Policy, from the Alliance's new policy playbook on innovation entitled "The Technology Industry at an Innovation Crossroads":
"Task the State Department and DHS with fast-tracking the visa approval process for known business, research and education visitors, as well as U.S.-based foreign national employees." (available for download at: www.eia.org/docs/innovation_playbook.pdf )
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10th Annual World Electronics Forum (WEF)
2005 Executive Leadership Forum
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For more information or to join, please click on the links below.

Defense Committee

Homeland Security Task Force

International Trade Committee

Space Committee

Tax & Economic Policy Committee
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Electronic Industries Alliance
2500 Wilson Blvd.
Arlington, VA 22201
Phone: (703) 907-7500
Fax: (703) 907-7501

Neil Gaffney
Director of Communications
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